
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presence of 

multiple ulcers 

Whether vesicle 

and bulla is 

present or was 

present before the 

presenting ulcer 

Ulcers with no 

history of any 

vesilces/bulla 

If ulcers are bilateral, smaller, 

shallow, irregular in shape, present 

in cluster mainly on palate/marginal 

gingiva 

Herpes 

simplex 

If ulcers are unilateral, severely 

painful. Affecting in a nerve patter, 

effect extra orally/intraorally or both 
Herpes 

zoster  

If ulcers are irregular with multiple 

presentation, erosion, bloody tinged 

saliva, target lesion, involves lip 

exclusively 

Erythema 

multiforme  

If ulcers are deeper, irregular with 

Nikolsky and Asboe Hansen sign 

positive  

If oral ulcers present along with eye, 

genital involvement 

If bulla is formed even after a small 

trauma, may be present from 

childhood, with skin involvement 

Pemphigus  

Mucous 

membrane 

pemphigoi

d 

Epidermolysi

s bullosa 

Recurrent ulcers larger than 

herpes, may involve multiple sites. 

If ulcers are similar to apthous but 

diffuse after using allergic 

material/ after ingestion of drug 

Erythematous area with or 

without ulcer in anaemic patient 

If ulcers are without erythematous 

halo and repeats in every 21 days 

Apthous 

stomatitis 

Contact allergic 

stomatitis/ 

stomatitis 

medicamentosa 

Anaemic 

stomatitis 

Cyclic 

neutropenia 


